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— The magazine of (* DA TOC y 


Toc H is a movement of people who seek to build friendships, 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


of these Four Points. 


GRASPING THE NETTLE 


We all have moments that we dread. I suffer from an overactive 
imagination and the prospect of any form of conflict or 
confrontation fills me with apprehension. It is a problem that 
many people share. | have always forced myself to face such 
challenges but. while not a coward. the anticipation is exhausting 
and I Jive through the experience many times before it actually 
takes place. 

For some people the dread is an injection or sitting in the 
dentist's chair. My secretary, Jenny, rolls up her sleeve to give 
blood without even thinking about it and has much in common 
with Nevil Peatfield of Birmingham District Branch whose 
story about the Blood Transfusion Service is featured in this 
month’s issue. Yet she misguidedly thinks that I am much 
braver about dealing with life’s real dramas and is surprised 
that I lack such confidence and have to goad myself to deal with 
difficult situations. She thinks I am a mongoose - perfectly 
capable of biting the head off a snake - whereas I see only a 
fawning spaniel. If only we could see ourselves as others see 
us! 

There is a lovely French expression, “to be good in one's 
skin’, meaning to be comfortable with oneself. And, if we like 
ourselves, does that mean that we are more able to grasp the 
nettle? 

l visited Harold Lovell recently, a week before his 102nd 
birthday. He is one of those people who is good in his skin. It 
presents itself as a form of wisdom, of self-knowledge. He has 
the gift of friendship. People are attracted to that twinkling 
small frame like bees to a honeycomb. He emanates a matter of 
factness about life that comes from inner knowledge. 

There are other such people in March's Point three - such as 
Harry Brier and Peter East. Once Toc H seemed to produce 
them out of the hat. I hope it will continue to find people to 
inspire us. 

One of the traditional inspirers and motivators is the Branch 
Jobmaster. Harold Lovell expressed his concern that the 
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and offer service, across the barriers that usually divide us from one 


another. The basic unit is a group - at best a good cross-section of the loca 
to serve the community around it. Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Revd P B 
opportunities for people to test the Christian way by practical experiment. 


1. To welcome all in friendship and lessen by habit of thought, word and dee 


2. To give personal service. 
3. To find thcir own convictions while listening with respect to the views of others. Y 
4. To acknowledge the spiritual nature of man and to test the Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas about Toc H and about the world as well asa record of Toc H serv: 
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| neighbourhood - which meets together regularly. and secks 
'Tubby' Clayton, and since then has been providing 


d the prejudices which separate peopie. 


ice. Its title derives from the third 


jobmaster was no longer considered so important in the Toc H 
of the 1990s. He stressed that his was a vital traditional role, the 
focal point of the branch, and that we shall Jose our way as a 
Movement if we lose sight of this. 

Our founder said, ‘There are in every Branch two necessary 
adjuncts. The one is the Lamp; the other is the Jobmaster. The 
one is only an exposition of our aims; the other is an expression 
of them.... The Jobmaster, rather than the Lamp, sums up our 
ideals: in him do we find the meaning of the Movement. The 
Lamp is only a symbol; he stands for reality’. 

The jobmaster was the life-source of the branch, in the sense 
that he was the motivator. He got things going - he got people 
doing - he helped to show people that Toc H achieves things 
and his role was that of leader and teacher. As amember of staff 
I look to the Director to fulfil this role. 

And if anyone forces you to one mile, go with him two miles 
(Matthew 5:41). In his book, The Second Mile, Alec Churcher 
writes that the jobmaster is someone who is not afraid to face 
conflict and to make unpopular decisions. 

Far from concerning himself with just local issues, the 
jobmaster draws members to the wider Toc H issues ‘which are 
described from time to time in the Toc H Journal. All these can 
be used by the Jobmaster at a Branch meeting to illustrate the 
variety of ways in which Toc H is trying “to make real the idea” 
of Christian family responsibility.” 

Churcher says that the jobmaster is 'a kind of “audible 
conscience” to the Branch ... and must make use of every 
method his ingenuity can devise to help his members to get a 
pain in the mind not only about the failure of Christians in 
general to realise the Christian “family” pattern of human 
relationships, but also, if possible, about some one particular 
aspect of this failure’. 

Most members would like to see us as a Frontier Movement 
again, and if the Director were freed to harness our energy in 
areas of greatest need we might well make the world sit up and 
listen. Perhaps the next Director should be renamed National 
Jobmaster? Ruth Boyd 
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those of the Toc H movement. 
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BRANCH NEWS 
We would like to receive more news 
from branches about their work in 
the community, such as individual 
projects, 


A NEW CHARITY SHOP FOR TOC H ! ruth myd 


The recently formed Chiltern Hills Branch opened a Toc H charity shop in Wendover on Saturday, 1 February. Despite 
a very chilly, foggy morning there was a huge Toc H turnout and local doctor David Butler cut the ribbon, under the 


approving eye of Branch 
Chairman Nancy Kilburn. ————— 


The National Chaplain 
produced his wallet and 
parted with a tenner to 
Annette Burrows of 
Chiltern Hills Branch, asthe Y 
first customer in the new ¡$ 
shop. Since this is a rare | 
occasion, the editor thought | s 
we should include a photo - | id 
even though her lense was a 
steamed up by the fog! 


Annette masterminded the new shop, with the expert advice 
of the Kempston Toc H shop superwoman Pat Turner, who 
came along with husband Jack to lend support. 


Over one hundred people coursed through the shop and 
nearly £350 was taken. much to the approval of the Toc H 
money men! These included Ted Tunnadine - who has 
recently stepped down as a Principal Officer and Honorary 
Treasurer. Ted and his wife Jean came down from 
Birmingham for the occasion. The new Honorary Treasurer 
Gerry Conibeer was also present with his wife Betty. 


Ted Tunnadine queues with 
David Owen of Bucks 
Friendship Circles. 


Barbara Prideaux-Brune 
waits patiently in the huge 
queue. 


Pa 


Alan Johnson, National Chaplain, Nancy Kilburn, Chil 


Long-serving Toc H member and former staff member, Ken 
Rogers, reaches out to collect his change while Staff 
Development Officer Jacgueline Bartlett hands over her 
money and Ted Tunnadine stares in surprise as Director 
John Mitchell queues up with a shirt. Ann Dudman is on the 
ght. 
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The strong arm of the law turned up to see what all the 
commotion was about, but Nancy Kilburn was full of charm 
and Alan Johnson got him interested in visiting Talbot 
House since the officer had made frequent trips to the 
Salient. 

Margaret Winstanley, PA to the Director and National 
Chaplain, made a special cake for the occasion. She is seen 
handing it over to HQ Accounts wizard Angela Gregory, 
Chiltern Hills Branch Secretary. The cake and glasses of 
wine, plus other snacks, were handed out to all those who 
stepped through the doors at the opening. Another Toc H 
success! 
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Why 
Toc H ? 


Ruth Boyd recently visited Harry Brier 
and his wife Evelyn at their home in 
Huddersfield to find out why Harry has 
been involved in Toc H for nearly 60 years. 
Harry was on the CEC for 20 years and is 
the former Chairman. He has been a 
Central Councillor for over 30 years (with 
statutory breaks). His sterling qualities 
include tremendous loyalty and intelligent 
commonsense. He has a ramrod figure - 
one of those reassuring people who will 
always be prepared to stand up and be 
counted. 


Ruth: Whar is Toc H ? 


Harry: Toc His many things, but I think its purpose is to create 
an opportunity where people can come together in friendship and 
understanding, particularly understanding, regardless of their 
values or whatever differences may be between them. If they can't 
learn from this experience, then ] can't see very much hope for 
them being friends. 


R: When did you join Toc H? 


H: In 1933, at the age of 16. Mainly out of curiosity. When I was 
just a boy, a young man used to visit the house next door. He talked 
to me about Toc H and I kept asking him when could I go along. 
He said that I had to wait until I was 16 and I took him up on it 
immediately my birthday came. I was so impressed with what I 
found that I stayed on. This was in the days of Toc H Men only - 
it was Paddock Branch in Huddersfield. 

I joined a group of 15 men whose ages ranged from 22 to about 
40. There was only one ex-serviceman. I was welcomed with 
really warm friendship. A lad of 16 then was much less mature 
than he would be nowadays. but there was no guestion of being 
talked down to or patronised. Everyone used Christian names - 
that was quite unusual in 1933. I was encouraged to voice my 
opinions, to join in discussions and I have never stopped doing so 
since! I can give them the credit for bringing me out of myself. I 
stayed inthe branch for seven years until I joined the army in 1940. 


R: What were you doing at 16? 


H: I was in the textile trade, which I have been in all my life. I was 
asked to talk about my job when I had hcen in the branch for 
scarcely six months. I was most reluctant since there were men 
there who had been in the trade far longer than I had. They 
insisted. I think ihe only rcason they did it was to get me to talk, 
to bring me out. 


R: What sort of things did the other people do, was there a good 
mixture of types of job, professions? 


H: I havencverreally found any branch where there was the whole 
cross-section of society. However, it was fairly well mixed, with 
a teacher, pharmacist. three or four textile workers, tradesmen like 
plumbers, joiners. electricians. One mill manager. I brought 
another friend in, so the age range guickly grew. 
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R: This was in 1933. Why did people want to join then and why is 
it difficult to get people to join nowadays? 


H: There are a number of reasons. One is that there wasn't as much 
money then and Toc H was cheap. There was self-assessment just 
as now. I paid 6d a week, a considerable amount of the money 1 
earned - which was seven shillings and six pence a week. My share 
of the 7/6d was 2/6d. 1 gave my mother 5/-. So it was quite a 
consideration, but there wasn't the money about and there weren't 
the facilities you have now. There were various Boys Clubs and 
Youth Clubs and things like that which people could join, but 
ordinary lads hadn't the same amount of spending money to pay 
for pleasures. You could go to the cinema, go dancing, but Toc H 
was something different. I was probably also rather flattered that 
a group of what, to me. were much older men were happy to have 
me in theircompany asa friend. l enjoyed the meetings - they were 
fairly informal. We had speakers, discussions, we had debates.... 


R: / was interested when you were saving ‘the company of older 
men because your father died when you were eight. Did the 
Toc H group of men help to fulfil a father’s role for you? 


H: No, because they weren't men that would have been my 
father's age, they were young men. The appeal to me was that I 
was welcome amongst a crowd of older men who accepted me as 
an equal. despite the difference in age. We had a lot of fun. We had 
moncy-raising efforts, we had dances, we ran a youth club.... 


R: So you would have the benefit of helping to runa youth club and 
also being the right sort of age to enjoy dances. That must have 
been a lot of the appeal and we need to bear that in mind when we 
try to attract young people now. 


H: It didn't cost us a lot of money and we got a lot of pleasure out 
of it, and friends that lasted a lifetime. It was a new life, something 
we hadn't encountered. We went up to the Workhouse every 
Sunday afternoon and in those days there was a vagrants hall. We 
took gramophone records to play and collected money to buy 
them cigarettes, sweets and comic papers. We spent a lot of time 
talking with them. It could be rather embarrassing if you were 
walking through the town centre on Saturday, all dressed up, and 
some horrible shabby-looking character across the road suddenly 
bawled out, “Hello, Harry, see you Sunday afternoon!” And 
somebody said, "Who's your friend?’ Toc H is about caring and 
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sharing and that can have its disadvantages. I found out how true 
that could be one day when I came home with lice! 


R: Jt brought you out of yourself quite a lot? 


H: It did. Toc H taught you to mix with other people. You gota 
great deal of friendship, which I have gone on getting for the last 
59 years. The older friends I met in the beginning, new ones [ have 
met on the way - partly through being pitchforked into things like 
area, region, central council and central executive. But! particularly 
relished the opportunity I have had over the last 25 years to be 
involved with the young people who began as volunteers, then 
became the TAG Groups and project volunteers. I have lost older 
friends, who have passed on, but I carried on and made a lot of new 
friends. Which is probably far more important to me than anything 
else. 


R: In one of your early Point three articles you say: ‘Toc H has 
often proved that 17 and 70 can be the best of friends once they 
learn to understand and appreciate each other. Experience and 
wisdom, mixed with youth and enthusiasm, could achieve miracles’. 
Outside the Western world old people are revered for their 
knowledge and wisdom - no decisions are really taken without 
consulting them. Yet here we live in a society which worships 
youth and people can often feel on the scrap heap at 50. You have 
proved that young and old can readily be friends and obviously 
have the gift of friendship. 


H: Yes, I think that’s true. I am proud of it. 


R: Do you think there is a danger sometimes of rhetoric being 
turned into something almost mystical - a belief that the Toc H 
experience is somehow divinely inspired? 


H: Well, some people think that Tubby was divinely inspired in 
starting Toc H. Our prayer says, “O God, who has so wonderfully 
made Toc H...”. 1 don’t think He did for one minute. I think God 
certainly had a hand in Tubby Clayton, but Tubby did not create 
Toc H to be something mystical. He was very, very down to carth. 
What he wanted to do was recreate again that spirit/attitude he had 
found among men in the trenches. I am quite sure that spirit didn't 
apply everywhere. Those soldiers were no more perfect than 
anyone else, but they were able to accept each other as individuals. 
We have got to be together and accept each other and this is what 
Tubby managed to recreate. I don't think there is anything 
mystical about it. 


R: Fair enough, but whaiaboutthe genuine love you see manifested 
in branch work? It's not a mawkish sort of thing, it's very real. You 
don't often come across that with people professionally trained to 
do their job. lt is a rare person who does it with love. You find that 
in branches. 


H: I think you are right when you talk about love, but it's on a 
much smaller scale than that of someone like Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta. She gives all the unselfish love she can to people with 
whom she has nothing in common excep! that, to quote her, ‘there 
is something of Jesus in every one of us'. 

I once had a young man from borstal on a project with me in 
Huddersfield. It was a one-to-one project with very young children 
having severe learning difficulties. When I last heard of Tony he 
was working in London and had a very responsible position in this 
area of work. To me that is love. I have often quoted this story as 
a part of “building God's Kingdom on Earth”; not some mystical 
thing, but what Tubby called practical Christianity. 


R: Some members are very committed members of the Christian 


church and perhaps see Toc H as an extension of their church 
membership. 


H. Yes, and often think that other people should see it the same 
way! But if these views are emphasised then that will discourage 
a lot of young people who are still finding out about life and about 
Toc H. If Tubby had wanted Toc H to be part of the church he 
would have made it so, but he deliberately didn't. He said that 
Toc H is neither the church nor any part of it and that there is no 
doctrine or credal test. 


R: Do you think Toc H should be working in areas of obvious 
poverty and social deprivation. as David Mayhew suggested in his 
article in last mouth’s Point three? 


H: Yes. Tubby Clayton again. He said years ago, and others have 
repeated, that Toc H was meant to be a Frontier Movement. He 
said we should ‘step out bravely into the wilderness’. 

We have had some staff doing frontier work in recent years. I 
am thinking of David Mayhew with UCANDUIT, Norah Anderson 
with prisoners and David Harrison with Inner City work in Bristol. 
I don’t think we have lost it. 


We should be using our staff to try and build for the future. 
David Harrison and Norah Anderson have been finding volunteers 
who were willing to help them go into the darker places to meet 
people and bring them together. We are never going lo be a big 
Movement again. We can be a Movement of committed staff - 
who may stay with us for varying lengths of time because they 
want to do what Toc H is about - and young people who are 
also attracted, despite what it says in the Main Resolution. 
That's the way it must go if we are going to take Toc H into the 
future; doing the work for which it was created in the very 
beginning. 

Toc H was created in some of the dark places. In 1926 they 
were taking children from the poor quarters of Newcastle on 
camping holidays. I went with Toc H members in Leeds to acrypt 
in St George’s Church to help the tramps and dropouts. This is 
why I was cross with some of the other members at Council. Itisn’t 
that I am against the branches. A Toc H branch at its best is 
marvellous, and there’s a place for them. 

But there’s a vital place for the young ones who want to go 
across the frontiers - striding boldly out intothe darker places. 

I want it to be a membership-led Movement, but it’s going to 
need committed staff to find the membership and particularly the 
middle-aged and younger age group who are willing to follow that 
lead. When I say membership I am using a small ‘m`. [ am not 
talking about people who have signed bits of paper. 


R: But we are going back to what Toc H is trying to offer people 
- care and timo. 


H: Yes, care and time. I don’t want to disown Toc H’s past. I want 
to live in the present with my grandchildren and work at home for 
the future for them. I think that’s what Toc H can do. Use the 
best of its history, its inheritance from the past, but live in the 
present and build for the future. There will always be a place for 
Toc H because it is unique. There is no other organisation that 
works the way that Toc H at its best works. 

It is all about people - people who know they need people 
are the luckiest people in the world. I think that’s what we are 
about. Not everyone can go off into the inner-cities; they 
aren’t all capable of it. But at least they can support those 
people who can. | 
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The Future of Friendship Circles 


The Director’s December Notes to members explained the recent CEC debate on the future funding of Friendship 
Circles and Webb House, and the decision that Toc H would not be entering mtoconiracts with Social Services. Staff 
salaries and running costs for Friendship Circles were originally met by ‘grant aid in jan. funding from local health 
authorities and social service departments. The Government ‘Care in the Community A. have put pressure 
on local authorities to reduce the amount of their ‘grant aid’ and instead to “contract out more of their services, 

The CEC felt it inappropriate for Toc H to ‘provide any form of social or welfare services within a legall y 
enforceable contract, on behalf of any other organisation or agency which exists to provide such services”, 

This means that Toc H will not be entering into contracts with local Social Services and we need to find other areas 
of funding Friendship Circles and Webb House. We are still waiting for a decision from Cleveland Social Services 
about the prospect of continued grant aid for Webb House and the Circles. The editor and fundraiser recently met 
John Bradwell, Voluntary Service Liaison Officer for Middlesbrough Social Services at Webb House. The 


fundraiser is exploring other avenues of possible funding for Webb House and the Circles. 


Webh House 199] 


Ruth Boyd asked Director John Mitchell to explain the 
decision about contracts in this issue of Point three: 


Toc H is not ‘Contracting’ 


As Director | argued forceably against entering a contract 
with Social Services. While { am convinced that this was 
correct, it has been one of Toc H’s most difficult decisions 
in my time as Director. l am aware that it is an unpopular one 
with some people, especially, and naturally, those most 
affected. 


l believe the underlying basis of that decision lies in the 
roots of the Toc H tradition of service. From its earliest days 
Toc H has challenged members to “personal” service and 
many people will recall the moment during their own 
initiation ceremony when, asked what will maintain the 
Light of Toc H, they answered ‘unselfish service’. There is 
a magnificent tradition of members, individually and in 
groups, giving devoted service to others. It is a tradition of 
which Toc H can be proud. 


It is important to stress that we have always seen this 
tradition as being about friendship. The essence of our 
relationship with those we try and help is that we do it as 
friends. Tubby himself said, ‘You can help people without 
befriending them, but you cannot befriend people without 
helping them’. Toc H has always sought to befriend, face-to- 
face, so that people feel warmed by that friendship. Simply 
being the recipient of a service is a very different way of 
caring. It is not our way of service. 
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Paying people to do service on its behalf has never been 
the Toc H way. This was reiterated in 1986 by a Personnel 
subCommittee resolution which concluded: ‘In our anxiety 
to be a Frontier Movement and to respond to new needs, we 
must not fall into the trap of paying experts to do what we 
should be challenging the voluntary movement to do. Toc H 
isnotan agency foremploying social workers or community 
workers, however valuable their work may be, any more 
than it is an agency for employing clergymen, teachers, 
accountants or doctors...”. 


In the light of these traditions we faced the question about 
contracts: Should Toc H enter into legally enforceable 
contracts to provide services asan agent ofa Social Services 
Department? In making their difficult decision the CEC 
were acutely aware of the consequences. To refuse to enter 
contracts would present a major problem of future funding 
for our work in the mental health field. On the other hand, 
if we signed a contract, we would be going down a road 
which seemed to contradict our basic approach to 
relationships. 


The net result of a formal contract would have been that 
we were contracted by law to deliver a care service, as part 
of the overall service provided by Social Services. Such a 
contract would effectively mean providing the service 
through paid staff - and the contract even envisaged Social 
Services having a role in our appointment process. The 
relationship between Toc H and what the Social Services 
Departments call “service users” would have become quite 
different from that of equal friendship. The relationship that 
Social Services Departments have with their clients is 
different. It is NOT that of equal friends, rightly so. For 
Toc H to be an agent of Social Services, with our ‘service’ 
monitored by them, and with ‘users’ having the right to use 
a ‘complaints procedure’ that would finally lead to the 
Social Services Department, would be acontradiction of the 
very relationship we seek. We see Friendship Circle members 
as equals, NOT as ‘service users’ of a staff-run care service. 


I believe those who have steered Friendship Circles 
development over the years have always been wisely aware 
of these crucial differences. This is shown in two ways - one 
is that it has long been a rule that Friendship Circles could 
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not mect on hospital or Social Services premises. The other 
is the clear policy that Friendship Circles would not be run, 
indefinitely, by paid staff, and within two years should be 
independent of staff leadership and be run by members of 
the Circles themselves. Even before the decision on contracts 
was made, there was a review of Circles in Cleveland which 
re-emphasised the need to aim for this independence. 


We are always aiming at the ideal of an autonomous 
Toc H group, making its own decisions, supported and 
advised by staff when necessary, and being a circle of 
friends helping each other. That is quite different from a 
contractual! service. 


l am well aware that some people deeply involved in 
Circles feel that we have already successfully survived our 
links with Social Services without being diverted from our 
real work, and that contracts are just a new way of defining 
that relationship and making it more secure. But in the 
discussions we have had, Social Services have stated, quite 
clearly, this is not the case and that contracts would involve 
an entirely new relationship. 


As one representative put il, “he Council is committed to 
targetted, quality services which represent value for money, 


are open to inspection, adjustment, and form part of a total 
package of provision for particular user groups... At a 
later stage he said, ‘The specification details the service we 
reguire in the guantity, location and to the guality described 
which will be subject to evaluation and variation in response 
to identified needs. While we are concerned to reach 
agreemeni with service providers, it is ultimately our 
specification for a service’. 


Until now it has been a question of others funding Toc H 
work, Contracts are, instead, about Toc H doing the work of 
others and that, I believe, is profoundly different. It is 
imperative we spot the difference and say NO. 


It is too early yet to assess the results of this decision in 
funding terms. It may indeed present grave problems for 
some Circles and especially for Webb House. We are 
looking very hard at how we can solve that problem. The 
CEC is very aware that the decision does have human 
repercussions, both for Circle members and for a number of 
staff. It will be doing all it can to find a good and sensitive 
way forward. From another perspective, we must note and 
welcome the start of Circles in Melton Mowbray and 
Sheffield which are not linked to public funding, nor are 
they organised. Perhaps they are a signpost for the future. 
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Local 
Fundraising 


Toc H branches and groups raise staggering amounts of 
money for Projects, local jobs and a host of other good 
causes. Branch news in Point three often contains reports of 
such feats. 

Within Toc H there is a feeling that money is not what we 
are about. It is certainly not mentioned in the Four Points. 
While money cannot replace personal service, it is certainly 
vital for any work on a larger scale than ‘me and my 
immediate neighbour”. 

Fundraising can be personal or impersonal. Most of the 
fundraising that I do is impersonal in the sense that it is 
through letter appeals to companies and trusts. Much branch 
fundraising, on the other hand, is personal: the money is 
gained in face-to-face approaches at a fete, a coffee 
morning.... For example, | was impressed recently when 
talking to members of the new Chiltern Hills Branch about 
their charity shop. What struck me was the thought they had 
given to embedding the Four Points both in the operation of 
their shop and in the distribution of profits. 

Part of my job has been to help branches in their fundraising 
although this hasn't been an aspect that I have been able to 
emphasise until now, since I have always been aware that 
the best help I could provide was with the impersonal side 
of fundraising - getting money from trusts and companies. 


But before the Fundraising Department could be of much 
help, there was a great deal of work to do, particularly 
developing our computer stock of potential donors. 

Much of this work has been done by the efficient 
Fundraising Assistant. Julie Shopen (who will be married 
on the 7th March). She has carefully trawled the directories 
of grant-making trusts and companies with a fine net, noting 
relevant information on the computer. We have also 
incorporated information directly from companies and trusts 
from their replies to our appeals and from their annual 
reports. With our coding system we can now search the 
computer’s memory for very specific appeals such as, 
for example, homeless men in South Yorkshire, or 
children with disabilities in Wales. 

We have always received requests from branches for help 
in fundraising, particularly contacts for charitable trusts and 
companies. Now weare geared up and sufficiently confident 
to publicise this service, which is available to Toc H branches 
and groups. When you write in please tell us as much as you 
can about what you are planning to do. We need this 
information to search for those potential donors best suited 
to meet your needs. 


David Harrison and I are joining forces to offer practical 
workshops in local fundraising and publicity. We want this 
programme to cover the real concerns of branches, not what 
we may think they are. The workshops could cover anything 
from raising money from a charitable trust, fundraising 
ideas such as a coffee morning, or a publicity event. Our 
plans are outlined in the advert on the back cover. 

Tan Pearce m 


INTRODUCING 
HARUN AHMED 


President of Khasdobir Youth Action Group 
Ken Prideaux-Brune 


We frequently refer to the Toc H-sponsored project in 
Bangladesh as the Peter East project. And rightly so, for 
without Peter it would never have come to be. But Peter is 
the first to insist that Khasdobir Youth Action Group(K YAG) 
is also the Harun Ahmed project. Harun was Peter’s partner 
in its development and, since Peter's retirement, he has done 
much more than maintain it. He has guided it into somenew 
and exciting areas of work. It was a great pleasure, therefore, 
to welcome him (and Peter) to Toc H Headguarters one 
morning in January. 


Harun is a widely respected figure in the district of Sylhet 
and the extent of his power and influence in the village of 
Khasdobir can hardly be imagined - I suppose it is best 
compared to that of the English lord of the manor in earlier 
days. Nothing happens without his approval; he’s 
automatically chairman or president of every organisation. 
But, like the best of the old lords of the manor, he cares 
deeply and genuinely about the plight of the poor. And, 
despite his power, he remains an extraordinarily humble 
person, shy and diffident. He seemed a little overwhelmed 
al meeting so many Strangers. 


But that afternoon Peter. John Biggerstaff (International 
Officer) and I sat down quietly with him while he told us of 
the latest developments in K Y AG. He said that this year four 
local young men, two of them the sons of illiterate labourers 
on the tea estate where much of the project’s work has been 
done, have qualified to go to college. following the two from 
the tea estate who started at college last year. From the 
money we send to Bangladesh each of these young men 
receives £20 to pay his college fees for a year. Without 
KYAG none of them would have the chance of even a 
primary school education. 


KYAG is bringing pure drinking water to people in 
Khasdobir. UNICEF will provide the materials for a tube 
well deep enough to tap unpolluted water if itis within reach 
of a minimum of 100 people and if KYAG pays the labour 
costs, on average £80 a well. Thus, just £80 from the money 
we sendto Bangladesh gives 100 people a permanent supply 
of pure water, one of life's most basic needs. 


Meanwhile the regular work of the project continues to 
expand. There are two new Schools under the Sky, preparing 
children from illiterate families for entry into primary 
school. There are five adult literacy groups. A group of 
women pay regular visits to their neighbours, talking about 
basic hygiene, encouraging them to visit the monthly clinics 
held by KYAG and teaching them how to make up the oral 
dehydration solution which is a simple and cheap remedy 
for diarrhoea. 
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Ken Prideaux-Brune, Harun Ahmed, John Biggerstaff, Peter East 


As Harun spoke we were reminded once again how much is 
achieved with the comparatively small amounts of money 
we send. But Harun also had some sad news for Peter. It was 
about Parvin. When Harun and Peter had first met Parvin a 
few years ago she was an emaciated, desperately sick little 
girl, lying on the floor of the little hut where she lived with 
her widowed mother. They arranged for a doctor to visit and 
he at once diagnosed TB. KYAG paid for medicines and 
every day for several weeks Harun and Petertook anegg and 
some milk to the little girl. With this diet she rapidly 
improved; she grew into a lively, bright-eyed, healthy- 
looking child. When Peter last saw Parvin, now a teenager, 
she flexed her muscles as if to say, “Look how strong I’ve 
become’. 


Then. one evening last December, Harun received a message 
asking him to go to Parvin’s hut. He found her desperately 
ill once again. ‘I shan't be here long now,’ she said. ' You 
will look after my mother, won't you?’ Harun reassured her. 
He went back to see again the next morning, but she had died 
during the night. 


Barbara Prideaux-Brune in Bangladesh 

An ordinary enough story in Bangladesh; but later Peter 
pointed out one extraordinary feature of it. Parvin, one of the 
poorest of the poor people in Khasdobir, had felt able to send 
for the all-powerful Harun. And she knew he would come. 
That’s clear evidence of the way KYAG has changed 
attitudes in the village during its eight years of existence. It’s 
also a reminder of just what a remarkable person Harun 
Ahmed is. 


Whether you like to think of Khasdobir Youth Action Group 
as the Peter East project or the Harun Ahmed project, John 
Biggerstaff (International Officer) is always glad to receive 
your contribution at Toc H Headquarters. a 


| 


A VISIT TO BANGLADESH 


I visited Bangladesh last summer, as a member of a small 
staff-student group from my former secondary school - 
Daneford Boys in Tower Hamlets, London - and as a worker 
on a ‘field’ visit for the Daneford Trust. 

The last two weeks of the trip were spent in Sylhet, the 
home area of the staff and students in our group. During this 
time I was able to call on Harun Ahmed and members of the 
Toc H-supported Khasdobir Youth Action Group (RE YAG) 
and its committee. 

I was with a group of six students and four staff when we 
first met Harun Ahmed, who walked us round the back 
streets of Sylhet town to a small open area where we were 
greeted by children and staff of the first of two “Schools 
Under the Sky”. 


divided into three or four groups seated on mats spread on 
the ground. They were busy going through the Bangla 
alphabet with members of the class leading class-reading 
from a blackboard. Being a very new supporter of the 
‘Friends of Khasdobir’, I learned only later that the teachers, 
who were all very young, and the schoo] are entirely sup- 
ported by the fundraising efforts of the ‘Friends’ in Britain. 

The students from London had brought a few presents of 
chalk, paper. pencils, etc., and after introductions, Harun 
gave these out to the children.As we left the whole school 
stood, saluted and cheered us on our way. Alim, one of our 
group was heard to comment, ‘I never knew it would be 
quite like this!” 

The second school was a few minutes’ walk away, 
through the poorest conditions that [ have ever seen. It was 
a smaller group of one class, with one teacher and one 
blackboard. They were learning basic addition with members 
of the class leading recitation from the blackboard at the 
front of the class. We received the same warm, delightfully 
excited reception as before. We learned that most of the 
pupils of the eight ‘Schools Under the Sky’ come from 
families who work on the nearby tea estates such as the 
Lakatoola Tea Estate. The early morning sessions are for 
children and there is a second session at 10.00p.m. for adults 
- all part of the KY AG programme. 

Harun introduced us to members of the two sewing and 
garment-making classes and told us about the other projects 
organised by KYAG - health, housing, advice, college 
placements, payment of college fees, savings groups, help 
for widows, etc. 


When Harun took me through the endless back streets in 
this area of Sylhet he was constantly greeted by young and 
old, without exception. He took me to houses that looked 
like shacks, whose walls will collapse with one more storm. 
They are occupied by the poorest; tucked away behind large 
houses and well out of sight. One was the home of a former 
rickshaw puller, who at 52 years of age was bedridden, his 
back damaged from pulling his rickshaw. His bright-eyed 
children still managed to smile and held our hands, making 


A widow's home had a sacking and cardboard “roof” with 

a large hole in it, leaving her cooking space exposed to the 
sky. The structure would never survive another storm. Other 
houses were mostly inhabited by widows, all seemed to 
have many young ones, living inconditions of abject poverty 
of a kind that I had not seen since I was in South Africa in 
1968. It left me lost for words! 

In another house was a young woman lying on a wooden 
bed, shaking and clearly very ill. Relatives, all women - the 
husband, of course, had left some time ago - were sitting 
around very distressed. There was no money to call a doctor 
and to get medicines. I whispered to Harun that I had cash 
on me and, contrary to my expectations, he welcomed this. 
T handed a small amount of money over to the mother and 
Harun gave her instructions to call on the KYAG office in 
the morning and promised to get a doctor and the necessary 
medicines. What happens when Harun doesn't make these 
visits with rich Westerners? 

Looking ahead, Harun has clear plans to rebuild these 
houses. He has great confidence in all these people. While 
I was with them, news arrived that they were to have their 
support cut by the British government, but we learned later 
that it had been restored after Toc H’s appeal. 

Our support work for the Khasdobir Youth Action Group 
must not be cut. From my brief visit, I suspect that the effort 
is only scratching the surface of need. I have no illusions. 
This scratching must continue. I dread to consider the 
alternative. The problems facing Bangladesh are enormous. 
Tony Stevens is a member of The Friends of Khasdobir. i! 


STOP PRESS 


Khasdobir Fund latest. The total now stands at £19,000. This 
includes £11,500 from Toc H members and the ‘Friends of Khasdobir’ 
and £7,500 from the Government's Overseas Development Fund. 
A further £5,000 from the Government is expected, making a 1991/ 
92 financial year (ends 31 March) total of £24,000. This is £4,000 
in excess of target - the extra money was made available for 
cyclone relief work in May/June 1991. Thank you on behalf of all 
those people we may never personally know in the villages around 
Sylhet. 


A Fai 


by Jacqueline Bartlett 


God was remote to me until I was into my forties. My upbringing 
had been nominally Christian. My Anglican mother had battled 
with my agnostic father to ensure that we three children attended 
Sunday school, but I never earned enough gold stars to qualify for 
an attendance prize. 

My first real encounter with the church was when I wasa 15 year 
old. 1 felt the pangs of first love for the charismatic minister ofa 
nearby Baptist church. and underwent Believer's Baptism to 
please him. 

I felt cheated by the experience because others in my group 
seemed to be affected in ways that I didn’t understand. They talked 
of Jesus coming into their lives, of Jesus as a personal Saviour and 
of the power and authority of the Holy Spirit. I felt shut out. None 
of this had meaning for me and I felt uncomfortable with the 
language they were using. To add to my chagrin the minister 
moved to a new ministry. 

I carried on going to church but, in the ensuing years. didn'i feel 
myself to be in a real or close relationship with God. He remained 
remote and largely irrelevant to my life although 1 would never 
have denied belief in Him. I found worship difficult because the 
rituals of my church didn’t help me to encounter the mystery - the 
ministry got in the way by seeming to be making assumptions 
about the state of spiritual development and readiness that I had 
reached. The fact that 1 had accepted Believer’s Baptism as a 
teenager now placed a label around my neck which was in- 
comprehensible to me. 

There was an intense frustration, because I was sure | was 
missing out on something unique and vital to the human experience 
- a direct and personal encounter with God. My prayers and 
supplications were really nothing more than plea-bargaining 
with God. I needed to learn to stop and let go in order to allow His 
voice, which had always been present, to be heard. 1 needed to 
realise that God isn't to be discovered ‘out there’ but within; that 
He dwells in the intimate personal space that we occupy and that 
He is as present with us as our shadows. 

Coming to Toc H at the age of 46 was exacily like coming toa 
bridge across a chasm. I brought with me a belief in the existence 
of God and that Jesus somewhere fitted into the equation. But there 
wasn't anything very real in this for me. 1 found public worship 
pointless because | didn’t understand what I was supposed to 
experience, What was offered on the other side of this bridge was 
the challenge to test out a way of life; to struggle to comprehend the 
‘eternal realities’, to let go of my resistance and really think about 
what my faith and spirituality might mean. 

On route I had tried to locate God and understand something of 
His nature through Judaism and Buddhism and was amazed to find 
that Toc H not only tolerated other faiths but provided a bridge for 
people to cross and re-cross on their journey of discovery. without 
losing sight of its own roots in the Christian faith and the teachings 
of Jesus. I felt free to enquire, to argue, to find out and eventually 
discovered a true and personal relationship with God and with 
Christ. 

This discovery did not fall into my lap with a tidy package of 
attached observances. The way of worship for Christians is as 

diverse, rich and varied as are people themselves and 1 still needed 
to discover what, in terms of liturgy and creed, I was comfortable 
with. 
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th to Live By 


The last article in this series 
Staff Development Officer 


My experience in the church of my youth was that it set limits 
which hampered my beliefs, told me what I may accept and what 
I may reject as being “outside the tradition”. I now needed to push 
out the credal and liturgical boundaries and find ways of being in 
the presence of God which satisfied my deep longing for ‘mystery’ 
and yet did not obscure a personal relationship with God. I wanted 
to be free to acknowledge the values and strengths of other faiths 
while remaining convinced of the rightness of Christianity as my 
own chosen path to God. 

I became convinced that, while Jesus in his earthly ministry 
showed us how to be in a right relationship with God, his Father, 
he did not deny or reject the experiences of those outside the 
Judaeo-Christian tradition, but chose to identify himself as the 
Good Shepherd who would eventually bring them all into one fold. 
(John 10:15). 

I believe that God is the Father of all creation and that the light 
which is in Jesus Christ is given from God and this light must 
therefore encompass all people for all time. I have a powerful and 
abiding image of Jesus as a figure radiating a light which reaches 
backwards across history and forwards into the future - the brilliance 
of which sweeps all areas of darkness, thereby illuminating them. 
All men throughout history and pre-history down to the present 
day are included in the message of salvation which Jesus brings. To 
deny this is to deny the nature of the God in whose name, and for 
whose purposes, Jesus lived among us; not a vengeful punishing 
and cruel God, buta loving, strictand nurturing Father who desires 
all things good for His children. 

The light which has been God's through history and which for 
Christians has shone in Jesus is that same light which has been 
discerned and experienced by spiritual leaders of other faiths. 
There is but one God and all creation belongs to Him. 

A year ago I became a Quaker, discovering in the deep silence 
of Quaker worship that I am able to confront my deepest wounds, 
my strongest fears, as well as my greatest joys and aspirations, and 
place them before God. I have also experienced the reality of the 
presence of the Spirit where a few are gathered in His name. The 
Quaker view of Christ as the vessel of the light. always relevant, 
always in the present at the pivotal point of history, accords so 
wondrously with what I have discovered for myself, that I know 
that for the present I have found a Spiritual home. 

My Quaker faith and practice is leading me into an ever 
deepening awareness of God and true relationship with Him. It is 
arelationship in which I place my hand in His and ask Him to walk 
beside me. I do not resist Him any longer. a 
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Blood Transfusio 
Service | i | 


Is there such a thing as 
coincidence? The 
following article 
arrived at Head- 
quarters in Wendover |) 
just as several of the 
staff were lining up to 
go to the mobile Blood 
Transfusion Clinic to 
give their bi-annual 
‘pint’. 


Nevil Peatfield, of i na: 
Birmingham District Branch, was two pints short of 
gaining a gold medal when his blood donating career 
came to an abrupt end. He was asked to help with some 
research into blood platelets and would like to encourage 
others to help with this valuable service: 

*] recently received a letter from the National Blood 
Transfusion Service saying, regrettably. that owing to my 
age, my name must be removed from the panel of donors. 
They also took the opportunity of thanking and reminding 
me that “each donation you have given has helped to return 
patients to normal health and brought happiness to their 
loved ones...” 

It reminded me that nearly 30 years ago, when I was a 
member of St Albans Marshalswick Toc H Branch (now 


NATIONAL BLOOD (W) TRANSFUSION SERVICE 


WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY 


Dwecvor 
VINCENT ORIVE. EDGBASTON 
BIRMINGHAM 816 25G 


Tel. 0214141133 
Fae 031-414 1304 


Dr. F. A. Ala, AB HARVARD! MBCHA. FACP. 
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Our Ret. 
Your Ret. November 20, 1991 
Dear Mr.Peatfíeld, 


Re_Yolunteer Study, 


I am most grateful for your enthusiastic help in the 
study of platelet survival. The data obtained is most 
valuable to us ín a ssing the optimal preparation and 
storage conditions platelets. 


I hope that the repeated blood sampling was not too 
arduous and the appointment-keeping not too troublesome. 
We should be pleased to reimburse any expenses incurred 
during the course of travelling to venues. Please let me 
know. 


I can now confirm that the Crystal award you so justly 
deserve will be presented to you in the Library, at 
Vincent Drive, at noon on Thursday 1215. December. A 
simple sandwich lunch will be provided. 


I hope that you will be able to attend on that day, 
but if not, please let me know so that we can arrange an 
alternative date. My colleagues and I look forward to 
seeing you all again, when you will be able to exchange 
your impressions of the study with other volunteers and 
with us. 


Please complete and return the reply form in the 
enclosed prepaid envelope. 


On a personal note, may I say how rewarding it has 


beon for me and my colleagues to meet you and have your 
assistance as a volunteer and community-spirited person. 


Doe 


Robert J.Hawker, 
Principal Scientist, Research & Development, 


Mr.N.Peatfíold, 
10 Gimble Walk, 


Harborne, 
Birmingham,B17 SSL. 


sadly no more), we recruited volunteers and started a donor 
unit in the local church hall. Supported by the Transfusion 
Service and the local newspaper, with the headline “It’s 
your blood they're after”, we went door-knocking with 
donor forms in hands and were astonished that so many 
volunteers agreed to sign up to support the first session. That 
is how it all started for me. 


I sadly thought that, after 30 years, having given 48 pints 
of blood, here was the sudden end to my involvement with 
a very worthwhile Toc H branch project. But I was wrong. 
Towards the end of 1991 I received another letter asking me 
if I would consider helping with blood transfusion research 
- specifically the study of the storage of blood platelets. 

The next stage was an invitation to meet other volunteers 
who had already been involved with some aspect of blood 
research. This was a social occasion over acup of coffee and 
a sandwich; a gentle way of encouraging us to commit 
ourselves. The whole scientific procedure was very carefully 
explained by the blood transfusion service - with all the 
medical facts - before they sought my agreement to go 
ahead. It all sounded very exciting. 

In November 1991 I went to the Department of Physics 
and Nuclear Medicine at Dudley Road Hospital, near 
Handsworth. This might have been a daunting experience 
had it not been so clearly explained beforehand. It all 
seemed so worthwhile when I found myself sitting with 
ordinary patients in the waiting room. What! was embarking 
on suddenly became very real since their age group varied 
from a little baby of 8 weeks to a 90 year old. 

I was taken to the surgery and they took a sample of blood 
and marked the platelets with radiation. (It is important to 
stress that the exposure to radiation was no more than with 
an ordinary x-ray). I remained in the hospital while they 
tested the sample, which they then put back into my arm 
with a syringe. I waited another hour and they then took 
another sample. 

For the next seven days they came to my home by 
appointment and took samples away for testing. They also 
took my blood pressure and used a Geiger counter to see 
how radioactive I was! (The degree of radioactivity involved 
is very minute.) The platelets in the blood apparently have 
a maximum life of ten days and then regenerate via the bone 
marrow. The researchers wanted to see how long platelets 
lived describing it as making me “a gold standard” - I was 
to be their yardstick, along with the three other people 
involved in the project. 

They were taking samples from other small groups and 
using different methods of storing them in order to ascertain 
which method would maximise the life of the platelets. 

I would like to encourage other members to respond 
sympathetically to any requests from the Blood Transfusion 
Service. It was most enjoyable to meet and talk to the 
volunteers and staff on a social basis and during the ten day 
research programme. It was a salutary reminder that without 
donors there is no Blood Transfusion Service. 

Toc H has a fine historic record in this particular field. 
May it continue to recruit and persuade other volunteers to 
come forward, especially younger members. E 
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Letters 


Toc H In Siberia? os 

Friends, all English-speaking, at the University of Novosibirsk, 
the capital of Siberia, have invited a small party of, say. eight 
people for a formight's visit. preferably in May or September for 
the best weather. They have also asked for help in understanding 
the Bible and on how to pray for those who wish it. Many feel a 
cultural and spiritual hunger, but for most people a lifetime of 
official propaganda has led to distrust of churches. 

This seems to be an invitation that should not be thrown away 
and a challenge which Toc H is particularly fitted to meet, and we 
are ‘more than welcome”. So far three persons intend to go, and as 
a fortnight is hardly time to scratch the surface I am prepared to stay 
on for five months and to return each year until the doctor advises 
against it. 

Conditions in Russia are exceedingly uncertain now and the 
best guess that can be made on cost is probably around £400 which, 
for those who wish it. should include a trip to the Altai mountains, 
over 16,000 feet high. 

Visits to Russia which are not official tours require a long time 
to overcome unreliable posts and bureaucratic hurdles. Would 
anyone who wants to know more about the project please ring 
Frank Adey on 0242 510054, the sooner the better! 

Frank Adey 
Cheltenham 


Dear Tubby 
I read the "Dear Tubby’ letters in Point three with interest, as I, 
for the first time, visited the Old House in April last year and my 
impressions were very like yours. I have been a member since 1927 
but in later years have been inactive, except for being a Builder, As 
soon as | joined the Toc H minibus at Dover I felt I was back in a 
happy family. The visit to Messines was especially good. as my 
father served in 1914/15 in the London Scottish, and the regiment 
had given the twentieth bell of the church carillon. 
I would love to do another visit but I think that at my age it will 
not be possible. 
Miriam Latimer 
Hexham 


Joining Toc H 

While reading through February's Point three I noticed an 
article by Anne Puddicombe and a letter from John Morgan. Both 
got me thinking about my association with Toc H. 

I agree with Anne’s interpretation of the Third Point - and her 
belief that there are no set rules as to what each of us believe 
Toc H to be. Surely Toc H is one thing to one and something 
different to another. If we all wanted the same out of it, it would not 
have been around for the last 75 years. 

As for John Morgan 's letter about membership - J have been a 
volunteer for 12 years, and while membership may have been 
mentioned on two or three occasions, it was not pursued. 

Maybe we should promote membership a little more obviously 
on projecis, especially to those volunteers who return. We must 
have missed guite a few prospective members over the years. 
Maybe they would have kept Toc H alive until after 2003. 

A Long Standing Project Volunteer. 


Believe And Be Saved i 
A dear - here we go again! Why do people like the Reyg Alan 


Johnson deny the Word of God - even ignore what God's Word 
y 1 God Himself? 
A male or female, our Padre asks, Read the Bible, Alan, and 
you will find that Jesus tells us: ‘God is Spirit, they who worship 
God must worship in Spirit and in truth’. God is Spirit, therefore He 
is superior to male/female of the human species which He created, 
He is God, He, God. is the originator of everything we can see ar 
understand - even of the Black Holes, which astronomers say they 
have discovered. Therefore, He, God, is able to manifest Himself 
as He did - as in the burning bush in Old Testament times, That’s 
why He - God - was able to be the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ 
by His Spirit. But the real problem is the denial by Alan Johnson 
and Toc H of the complete infallibility of God’s Word - see 2 
Timothy 3:5. And Jesus’s words as recorded in Matthew 7:21-23, 
How can Toc H continually compromise the Word of God? The 
Lamb of God (Christ) will come to judge those who deny God and 
His word of grace and salvation (John 3:16). 
John Anderson 
Dundee 


Feminist Theology And The Nature of God 

I cannot allow David Hughes’ letter (Point three. January) to 
pass without comment. My purpose is not so much to enter into the 
argument about feminist theology. but rather to register my acute 
disappointmentin the tone of Mr Hughes’ letter. Surely, as members 
of Toc H. we should always strive to think fairly about all subjects 
and especially such deep matters like Christian theology. 

For my part, I am grateful to Alan Johnson for his thoughtful and 
stimulating contribution on such a controversial topic. As an 
ordinary Christian ] am not qualified to comment on the finer 
theological issues raised by him. However, my general 
understanding of the Old and New Testaments illustrates to me 
how God gradually revealed His true nature to mankind. Such 
spiritual evolution has continued into modern times and will 
continue into the future. As Alan Johnson says in his article, a 
major difficulty always arises from the limitations of mere language 
in finding words to describe such a profound subject as the nature 
of God, because, in the final analysis. it is beyond all knowledge 
and all thought. 

Tom Millican 
Kendal 
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Keeping Members Once Branches Have Closed 

Regarding John Morgan's letter (February, Point three), we in 
the Membership Department feel rather indignant. 

On notification of the pending closure of a branch, an official 
form is sent and the secretary is asked to find out the members’ 
wishes about their future links with Toc H. Various options are 
Suggested, e.g. transfer to District Branch, Central Branch or 
possible enrolment as Builders, 

Ifno reply is received, it has always been our policy to write to 
the individuals involved suggesting such choices. and we include 
a Builder's enrolment form with this letter. In many cases this 
results in the enrolment of the individual as a Builder, but on many 
Occasions no response is received. 

In our experience the main reasons for the closure of a branch 
are the members’ age, infirmity or the fear of going out at night. 

Perhaps John, with his long experience as a Toc H member, 
could suggest what further action he would like us to take. 

Hazel Scarlett and Win Heal 
Membership Department, Toc H HO, Wendover 
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In June 1991 Ipswich Women’s and Men's Branches invited 
a retired doctor as speaker who talked about time she had 
spent in Romania. She described the dire shortages there of 
very basic items, such as soap, aspirin and other pain-killers, 
elastic and common cold remedies, which were impossible 
to buy; and she appealed 1o members for help. Since then the 
doctor has made several return visits to Romania. The 
branches first collected 100 tablets of soap for her to take, 
and have added many other of the hard-to-get items for the 
doctor's subseguent visits. Her next visit is planned for 
Easter and members are now busily collecting items for it. 


Another successful January Jamboree party has been held by 
Oldham Branch. Secretary Linda May recommends the 
idea to other branches: ‘The warmth and fellowship soon 
disperse the January blues - and we can look forward to the 
coming year and plan our next outing. After all, spring is not 
faraway’. The branch are coping quite well with winter in the 
meantime: on l0 February they held a ‘February Feast’ (a 
lunch outing). A Spring Stroll is planned for 16 March. 


Wrexham Branch have proudly celebrated 45 years of 
service operating the mobile library at the town’s hospital. 
They raised £450 for the hospital’s diabetic research unit and 
supported a young Wrexham medical student, Sara Jones, 
who was thus able to gain valuable training and practical 
experience in Africa at the Queen Elizabeth II Hospital in 
Lesotho. 
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ma y oz 23 las + 


Toc H Poperinge Branch held a Christmas party for 
handicapped children from De Lovie near Poperinge. 


Enfield Women’s 
Branch have 
purchased a seat in 
memory of their late 
member, Mrs Gladys 
Gage. It overlooks a 
lake at a local beauty 
spot. Mrs Eileen 
Hurley (Chairman) 
and Mrs Daisy 
Williamson 
(Secretary) are 
shown trying it out. 


3 — SS SS 
The new Totnes Group restarted its Youth Club on 3 
December and later celebrated at a Christmas party with 
raffle prizes, balloons and mince pies. 


On 14 December Barton Toc H members together with 
Barton and District Toc H Action Group (BADTAG) 
entertained a party of elderly guests with seasonal 
refreshments, party games and carols. It was a highly 
enjoyable occasion. The Mayor of Barton, Councillor Audrey 
Cole, put in an appearance and Toc H’s Bill Bains and his 
wife also attended. 


Harpenden Branch’s weekly bookstall has been operating 
happily since the mid-1950s. The branch bookstall team 
were recently given a great boost when they were presented 
with anew specially designed easy-to-handle barrow - a gift 
that ‘came out of the blue”, reports Chairman, Terry Gray. 
Captain Ian Murray, a British Airways pilot who normally 
spends his time flying Boeing 737s around Europe. designed 
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Harpenden Branch man thier Heal bookstall for "BBC Children in Need” 
and made the barrow after seeing the bookstall while visiting 
his parents in Harpenden. His father, branch member Bob 
Murray, has been involved with the bookstall for over 20 
years, helping to raise thousands o ds for Toc H work. 


raising funds, | 
Harpenden Branch 
donated its takings on | 
23 November to the | 
“BBC Children inf 


Saturday £130 was 
raised in three hours | 
and thus a total of | 
£150 was sent to the | 
appeal. ; 


Bob Murray demonstrates the new barrow 
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Sylvia Norton (left), PA to the Executive Secretary; Jenny 
Small (centre). Secretary to the Editor; and Maureen Williams 
(right), Personnel Assistant, enjoy the wintry sunshine on 
the Toc H bench in the park at Wendover. It was the Toc H 
75th anniversary gift from Headquarters to the people of 
Wendover. 


Director Toc H Southern Africa Visits Headquarters 


John Morgan, with International Officer, John Biggerstaff 


John Morgan, Administrator, Director and Hon National 
Treasurer, Toc H Southern Africa, visited staff at 
Headquarters on 7 January, the 60th Anniversary of his 
membership of Toc H. John became a member in Golders 
Green in 1932 and emigrated to South Africa in 1959, with 
his wife and 9 year-old son. 


WELCOME 


Norma Bearblock joined 
Headquarters staff in 
February as part-time | 
Membership Officer. 
Norma will have the task of | 
helping to increase 
membership and will be 
liaising with branches, so | 
look out for her! She willbe | 
asking for ideas about | 
increasing our numbers and 
is keen to visit branches. 


Suzanne Dunwell was appointed Regional Project Co- 
ordinator for the North East Region on | February. 
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Happy Birthday to 

Canon Harold Lovell 
who celebrated his l02nd 
birthday on 6 February. 


ae 


| 


Ruth Boyd and Jenny Small visited Harold a 
few days before his birthday. 

Harold described his experiences as a chaplain 
in the front line at Ypres in our Great War series. 
He started Toc H in Jamaica. 

Harold had plenty to say despite recent illness 
and is closely in touch with current developments 
in Toc H, including the ‘To Love Widely’ appeal. 
He is a great supporter of Toc H: 

‘The last thing I would want would be to see 
Toc H fold up - 1 mean the fellowship in Toc H 


doesn't matter about their form of worship or to 
what church they belong. 

I don'tthink it matters ifpeople have no religion. 
Someone who professes to be an atheist, I am 
perfectly certain believes in God. Even people 
who worship little images are not worshipping 
those images at all - they are worshipping a 
great spirit . m 
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The UK Danielle Halse Chair Fund 


Last month's issue carried an article about Toc H Australia 
sponsoring Danielle Halse’s attendance at the Peto Institute 
in Budapest. David Hart of Keighley, Yorkshire, is making 
a specially tailored mobility chair for Danielle at a cost of 
£1000. David receives no grants or financial Support for his 
work and the sum involved is the cost of materials alone. Our 
International Officer hopes that Toc H UK can raise the 
funds for the chair. To date we have received £85. 


The photograph in February's Point three dropped the 
caption by mistake. The picture shows Danielle with Joe 
Walton, a member of the former Keighley Branch, with 
whom she stayed for five days last year while she visited 
David Hart. Danielle hopes to be staying with Pauline and 
Joe Walton this March when she returns fora ‘fitting’ of the 
chair. 
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New Members 


The following new members were registered during January 


Mrs Ann Harper, Mrs Edith Jopling, Mrs Ann Liddell, 

Mrs Gertrude Maddison, Mrs Nancy Mullard, 

Mrs Mary Walton (Alston W) 

Miss Catherine A Coombs, Miss Anne Cowling, Eric M Instone, 
Miss Vivien M Rogers (Birmingham Outward Group) 

Mrs Mabel I Hughes (Bournemouth & Christchurch J) 
Wayne Bradford (Graeme M) 

Miss Vera Garner (Greenbank W) 

James Chapman, Godfrey W Wharton (Hemel Hempstead M) 
Robert M Rutherford (Jedburgh M) 

Ronald Burgess (Melton Mowbray M) 

Mrs Winifred M M Drayton (Sandown/Shanklin J) 

Alan Sadler (Sunderland J) 


Barry T Jackson, Mrs Mary Godfrey (Tyne & Wear District) 


Sir Charles Villiers, former Chairman of the British Steel 
Corporation, died on 22 January. He was a former ADC to 
Tubby Clayton and maintained a friendly interest in Toc H 
throughout his life. 


Enfield Women’s Branch are saddened to record the death, at the age of 87, of 
Beatrice ‘Trixie’ Sledge. Trixie was a cheerful, loyal and reliable Toc H 
member for over 20 years and had only recently retired from her Church where 
she had been a chorister for 40 years. We shall miss her very much. DD 


The death of Ellis Lewis on 29 November 1991 was a sad blow to his family and 
to Newport Branch. He was well known as a gifted singer and for his Toc H and 
other social work. A member for over 30 years, he was very active in the 
Handicapped Club, coach trips for the infirm and regular visits to the local 
Cheshire Home. More recently he helped with adult literacy classes and the 
teaching of Welsh. He was a true Welsh Christian gentleman and will be sadly 
missed by many people. DH 


Many Toc H members and friends will be saddened to leam of the death in 
December of Charles and Marie-Josée Sansen, within two days of each other. 
Charles and Marie-Josée kept the cafe, patisserie and chocolate shop opposite 
Talbot House. AF 


Alvechurch Branch regret to report the death in November 1991 of Edwin 
Mason ai the age of 78. Proud of his 50 years of membership in Toc H, fora time 


SPECIAL TRIBUTES 


We regret to announce the death of the following members: 


In May — Walter Sempers (Barton on Humber) 


In November — Ellis W Lewis (Newport Gwent) 


In December — Elizabeth Wollaston (Kendal) 


In January — J W Chitty (Gloucestershire South District) 
Doris A Gibbins (Rushden) 
Olga H Kite (Melton Mowbray) 
John W Lewis (Broadlands) 
Robert W Mould (St Thomas Exeter) 
Henry A Warriner (Barton-on-Humber) 
Emily Willetts (Netherton) 


Not previoulsy — William A Richardson (London District Branch) 


recorded Beatrice “Trixie” Sledge (Enfield) 


Dame Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies died in January at the age of 
101.She was a famous classical actress and was a Toc H Builder 
for many years. Her support of Toc H was in memory of her only 
brother, killed in 1916, just before his 2 1st birthday. 


after the war he was a resident of Mark VI in Birmingham. A stalwart branch 
member, he served as secretary for many years. He was involved in Toc H ar 
District and Regional level and served as a Central Councillor. He was a devout 
Christian, gave unassuming and diligent service to the local community and will 
be greatly missed by his many friends and acquaintances, JH 


We regret to report the sad loss of Enid Mills on 7 December, Enid worked at 
Headquarters as secretary to Bob Knight and later to Gilbert Francis. She had 
suffered from cancer for several years and her high standards and delightful 
strong personality helped her remain cheerful until the end. She died in the 
Toc H Room at the new Oakhaven Hospice at Lymington, which had been a 
major project for Lymington Branch and the other New Forest Branches, Enid 
is survived by her husband Harry. They were the stalwarts of Toc Hin Mill Hill 
and very much the backbone of the Toc H Mill Hill Music Club. RB 


Dolgellau Branch report the sad loss of their member, Thomas Jones, who died 
on 17 November. As Keeper of the Lamp. he fulfilled this and various other 
tasks and responsibilities with steadfast good will, holding the Movement in 
high esteem and worthy of his attention at al! times. His devotion and fidelity 
will be greatly missed. JDJ 
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TOC H ARCHIVE 
MEETING 


A few years ago the publicity department 
produced a series called Topics on Tapes. 
Copies were purchased by branches and 
individuals. In order to complete the 
Headquarters archive collection we 
wondered if any readers could lend us 
numbers: 
1, 10, 11, 12, 15, 22 and 28. 


NATTOC 


Are New Projects for 1992 
Why NATTOC? Because they are joint 
projects between Toc Hand the National 
Trust. They all involve some con- 
servation work - the main focus of the 
National Trust - a client group and a 
real challenge in breaking down 
barriers and group living. 

For further information 
or to apply contact: 

Lesley Whittaker, 7 Wymering 
Avenue, Oaklands Estate, 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton 
WV11 2PH. 
Tel: 0902 721854 


POPERINGE IN 


THE SPRING 
6 - 13 May 1992 


Leaving Cheadle Hulme (Cheshire) and 
travelling by coach to Talbot House. 


Cost: £225 to include coach travel, 
accommodation and all meals. Also day 
trips out during the week. 


For further details contact: Mr C 
Griffiths (‘Griff’), 13 Queens Drive, 
Cheadle Hulme, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 
SDN. Tel: 061 485 2082. 


If anyone could help please write to: 
Louisa Evans, 4 Llys Caradog, Creigiau, 
Cardiff CF4 8JP. Tel: 0222 892237 


Christian Singles, friendship contacts, 
fellowship groups, social events, nationwide. 
Weekend Houseparties. Holidays. 


ENTERING THE MARATHON ? 


Why not wear a Toc H T-shirt or sweatshirt ! 


Christian Fellowship Friendship. Dept 23B, 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster DN3 2QD 


The editor is providing these FREE OF CHARGE 
toall Toc H contestants. Available in bright colours 
(T-shirts Red, Black, Fuchsia or Blue with Toc H 
Logo), (Sweatshirts Royal Blue, Red or Navy with 
Toc H Logo). 


Local Fundraising 
and Publicity 


These are also available from Headquarters at: 
T-SHIRTS £3.50 American loose-cut 


SWEATSHIRTS £7.00 


Available in Large and Extra Large 
(make cheques payable to Toc H) 


Do you need to raise money for a project, a 
piece of equipment, a particular job? 


The Fundraising and Publicity Department are 
hoping to put together some practical training 
workshops but your help is needed to help us 
determine what sort of events would be most 
appropriate. 


BEDS, BUCKS AND HERTS AREA 


Please write to lan Pearce if you feel a 
workshop could help you. tan would like to 
know something about your fundraising plans 

and how you will spend the money. 


ALISON HOUSE, DERBYSHIRE 


Spring Holiday - Saturday 23 to Friday 29 May. 


Cost £160 to include full board and daily transport. 


Your response will not commit you to an 
organised event but it will help to organise a 
workshop you would not want to miss! 


THIS IS A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY FOR A 
SMALL GROUP FROM A DIFFERENT AREA TO 
JOIN US FOR FUN AND COMPANIONSHIP. 


Please write to or ring: 
lan Pearce 
1 Forest Close 
Wendover, Aylesbury 
Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 0296 623911 


Please apply to: Mrs Grace Clayton 
7 Warren Road, St Albans, Herts AL] 2QJ 
Tel: 0727 58117 


Falmouth Toc H Holiday House: Accommodation for 5 plus cot. Open all 
year, £60 per weck. Ron Gatiss - Tel: 0326 312689. 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before publication 


S m al | Ad S day. whichis the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge is 10p a word (minimum £1) 
plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can bc obtained from the Editorial Office, Toc Hj | reasonable rales. Enquire Nesta Cock, 7 Tournay Close, 
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Hythe, Kent - homely accommodation in members home. 
Bed/breakfast and/or evening meal or full board, very 


